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Nuclear hazards?

Whather or not we nesd a new Nucksar
Powar Station, we do need some clarty in ois-
cusslon of the hazards i may present to the
human popuwation and o the emvironmeant in

In the 1080 an enfreprensunal ex-Army
Cifffcer sat up & amall business on land adjs-
cant to the Power Station, sesnng brine
shrimps smd socelereiing the development of
alvers for the Garman mankst, uslng the cool-
ing water from Minklsy which iz normaly
mefumed directly fo the Bristol Channal 5t a
higher tempearsture than that of the Chamnal
water feall Hiz ambifions ware deshed whan
&t eady imcamation of “Health and Safsly”
clossd himt down, | remember st the time
questioning this policy becauss If there was
the alightest damger of the cooling watar pick-
iy wp radicactive contamimation from the
reachon [ wowld hawe moved from here inme-
digteli Also why is the caplune snd conswmm-
ticwr off Bristol Channal fish nof banned?

Now we are baing treaded to ancther mol-
cation of mdicactive contamination, sithar of
the simasphans or of the water whan we reed
the felowing statamant in pour srticle anfitiad
ey nuke at Hinkley ‘nat nesded

"Burnham on Sea at five miles from
Hincklsy suffers & dowbling of breest cancer
mortalty, accoroimg fo Prof Chis Bushy, and
cosatline  communities  from  Hinkley  fo
Bumharn bave a thres -fold incrasss in infant
mortaliy and & alk-fold increase in meonafal
desgtha.

Blreast cancer maortality in the UK iz around
O04% for womean of sl apes and changes
markedly for differant age group categonag. if
it doutdes fo OLO8% in Bumbsam on Sea not a
stgtistically signifcant increase) we meed o
know something of the age distrbution of the
farale popalation. | quess it is higher thar the
awerage for the country becawse of all the
mefirscs. W need fo know the lews) of wesith
b the comruanity and the standsrote of hasith
care. The zame goes for neonstal mortality
mates, around Q2 7% n the south esst, 0.5% In
the =zouth west and 0.5% in the West
Miclands. Perhaps the prevailling wind biows
from Hinkley to Birmingham? A siv-fold
dmcrasse i meonstal moaity from 005% o
1.8% and a thres -fold incregse in lndant mor-

tality froem OU5% fo 0.5% may be stehishicslly
sigriffcant but we wouwld need to know how
theze figurss vany armwnd the counbry to be
sure. Evan then we would nof be certain thal 5
nuclear power station was responsible. Is #
beyond owr capsbiliies o sample the air
upwind of a potantial hazsrd smd to identify P

if nuclass power stations presant health
hezards or emvironmenfal hazards then there
wowld be ample ewdencs, perticwsry o
Framce and Japan

So come on you anfi-nuclesr presse
groups get your facts straight before wow start
to try and fool the grest Batish Publc. And
Prof Chiis Busty please tall us the trath and
dor't hide behing the half truthes with which

oul prasant us.
Fater Langiey

Nuclaar hazards, the evidencea

Bafe Lamngley takes Rsus with owr findings
of excess bresst cancer and infant sortality
diewnwind af the Hinkley point nuclear sife. His
guestions about the age breshdown of the
popwation sufferng the bresst cancer incraas-
an gre regsomable buf i faot ow studlies
atways allow for age: i iz carsfully bt into the
method we employ 55 also i Social Clsss (an
indicator of dVsadvantagernmeant). As far a5 sfan-
dards of health care are concamed thess do
not meally sffect the issus of breast cancer
incidence and montalty when we sfe compar-
ing wards in Somevssd where gonerally these
are pretly much the same across the study
SrEA

W have camed out seversl investigahions
of cancar mear Hinklsy Point since 2000 and
whathar we look at officis) deta on deathe or
incidenoe we ahways find the same increases;
and imdesd 5o do the officlsl cancar registny
whan they folow wp our stedies. Camcer i
causad by genstic damsge, and we would
therefone expect infant mortally slso. When
we looked we found it i the seme plsce,
diewnwind of the nuclear plant, where there
was the cancer incrasse fwhich alzo included
Ieemilas and hidney cancers) Thess repors
are avaiabls on the indsmet i anyone wants
them and the method is thers for all to ses

As far a= evidence from France and Jaosn
iz concamead. thers j& such ewvdance For
axamiple, there have bean rmports of increases
in chiln lewkesmis near the La Hague mepro-
cesging site, just fhe thoss found at the
Sellafiald site, the Dowreay aite, Aldeimsston
and recently in Garmuany I the weny brge gov-
aryment funded study by the Gemman Child
Cancer Registry Child leukemiz increases
arcunmd the Hinklsy Point sife weans reported by
Somerzet Hesith authonty workers i the
19802 It remaine odiffcult fo camy out proper
apidemiciogics) sfudes of adult cancer in
France and Japan because dats 2 not made
avaliable for ressarch; indsed, France has no
national cancer registng & cioumstance which
iz rather suspicious i & nation 2o higtoncally
dedicated fo nuckear enangy

Praf Chris Busby, Gresn Aucdit

Two giant nukes for Samersal?

Stop Hinkley has produced a leafst
ancouraging pecple to respond by January
11} to EDOF's  consuwltation e two propossd
eyt raclasr REctore i Somerset

if you wowkd e some of the printed
Iegflats, phone Nm on 0208 585 5191

or dowmosd  the  lesflst from
W stophinkisgong

if you can volunfesr to dizfibute tham
Incaily, please algo gat i foweh with Jim

Val Davey, Stop Hinkley



